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Future Classes?
Interested in a General Class?

Now that I have my licsense what is next?

More to come, interested let us know on 
Facebook

Any additonal questions can 
be addressed on our  

Facebook page

www.facebook.com/Lone 
StarAmateurRadio

NEWHAMS.info
NewHams.info is by Jim Peisker, AF5NP.

The Who had a hit tune entitled 
Going Mobile that may be playing in 
your head right now. While the song 
celebrates the joy of living in a mobile 
home and traveling caravan-style in 
the UK, going mobile to hams means 
using radio equipment in your vehicle.
While some hams have HF 
radio setups in their cars, mobile 
predominantly means local VHF/
UHF communication. Besides bring 
able to talk to our ham buddies while 
driving around, 2m/70cm capability is 
particularly useful in case of disaster 
or other emergency communication 
(EmComm) situations. It is perfect 
for storm spotting and certain public 
service events.
Mobile operation is popular and 
important enough that there are a 
number of US license exam questions 
involving the topic as you will see 
below.
Installing and using amateur radio 
equipment in one’s personal vehicle is 
too large a topic to cover here so we’ll 
simply advise you to research details 
on your own. Talk to fellow hams and 
see what/how/why they installed their 
own gear.
The internet is also a vast resource 
for [mostly good] info. One 
noteworthy site dedicated to mobile 
ham operation is managed by Alan 
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Go-Kit – 
one for every event

A Look Inside KE7HLR and 
KF7IAW’s Go-Kit

First a little review –––
Introduction
This presentation is intended to 
get you thinking about your own 
Go-Kit—why you need one, what 
items you might want to put in it, 
and how to divide it up for ease of 
transportation and optimum utility. 
By giving you a peak at my own Go-
Kit, I hope to offer some suggestions 
for items to include in your own kit.

Why you need a Go-Kit
Some reasons why you need a Go-Kit:

• In the event of a major disaster, 
your assignment location will 
probably be without power, heat, 
water, and telephone service. Most 
businesses in the area will probably 
not be open, due to the emergency.

• As an Emergency Communicator, 
YOU must provide your own 
Equipment and Gear.

• YOU are responsible for your own 
Safety, and YOU must provide for 
your own Welfare and Comfort.

Building your Go-Kit now ensures 
that the items you will need are:

• Available when you need them.
• Where you expect them to be.

continued on page 2

24 hour Go-Kit
72 hour Go-Kit
Common Gear

LSARA meeting Dates/Events 
Austin Summerfest August 4-5

Next meeting August 8th

When the Activation Call 
comes, you won’t have time 

to hunt for things!



24-Hour Kit–(Family of 2) 
This kit is designed to provide comfort, food and water 
for events lasting from 12 hours to overnight. This kit 
forms the first day’s gear in the 72-hour Kit.
Communications Spares:

• Radio, Handheld, 2m, Yaesu VX-170
• OEM antenna
• Extended-range, quad-band antenna, Diamond 

SRH999
• Battery pack, rechargeable, FNB-83 (2)
• Battery pack, AA, FBA-25A
• Packet interface cable, 6-pin mini-DIN jack to 

3/32” and 1/8” stereo plugs
• Microphone adapter, CT-91, 1/8” 4-cond. plug to 

3/32” and 1/8” stereo jacks
• Charger, 110Vac, NC-88B, w/ PowerPole connector 

(requires cable from HT Pack)
• AA Batteries (24)
KE7HLR Personal Go-Kit for Emergency 

Communications
Food and Water:
• Meal, Ready-to-Eat (4)
• Flameless Ration Heater (4)
• Water, 0.5 L bottle (12)
• Steel cup (2)

continued from page 1

Go-Kit

24 Hour Go-Kit

Comfort and Personal Items:
• Microfiber blanket, 50” x 60”
• Hand towel
• Washcloth
• Liquid hand soap
• Moist wipes, pack
• Waterless hand sanitizer
• Nitrile gloves, pkg./6
• Dental floss
• Toothbrush (2)
• Toothpaste
• Toilet tissue, roll
• Trash bag, 42 gal. (2)
• Storage bag, gallon
• Storage bag, quart (2)
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72 Hour Go-Kit

72-Hour Kit–(Family of 2) 
This kit is designed to extend the 24-Hour Kit out to 72 hours, i.e., days 2 and 3. The modular layout 
is designed to organize the supplies and gear so that components can be separated as the need arises, 
such as in an ARES deployment, where the home evacuation gear isn’t needed, or when one person 
goes on deployment and the other stays home.

Common Gear (Red cube)
This module contains safety 
equipment, extra batteries, 
supplies, and a larger first aid 
kit. This module also serves  
as a home emergency kit.

Safety Equipment and  
Tools:

• $50 in $5s and $10s
• Gas shut-off wrench
• LED Lantern w/
• D Batteries (4)
• Leatherman Core
• Ear plugs, pkg./20
• Liquid hand soap
• Respirator, N95, FDA-

approved, 3M 8612F (8)
• Respirator, N95, NIOSH-

approved (2)
• Safety glasses (2)
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Applegate, K0BG, and is located here, http://www.
k0bg.com/. It contains exceptionally useful info on 
most topics presented below. We encourage you to 
use this site as a primary reference for your own 
mobile radio installation and operation. The ABCs 
topic, http://www.k0bg.com/abcs.html, is the best 
place to start.
Before embarking on any of this yourself, there are 
several important points to consider:

  Radio type
  Radio control location
  Radio mounting
  Radio power wiring
  Antenna type and mounting
  Radio audio/speaker
  Transmitting while driving
  Hands-free/Distracted driving laws
  Noise and interference

We will scratch the surface of each of these topics 
here:

Radio type- Choose a mobile radio that best fits your 
needs, desires, and budget based on several factors:

  Brand– quality/reliability and/or familiarity/loyalty
  Transmit power (Watts)
  Features– Auto power-off, APRS, dual-channel, remote 

head, cross-band, packet
  VHF/UHF (V/U) or HF?
  FM only, or multi-mode?
  Single-band, dual-band, tri-band, or quad-band?
  Analog or digital communication, or both?
  New, reconditioned, or used?

Note that while a hand-held transceiver (HT) can be 
used in a car, it is significantly limited by its antenna and 
transmit power. Both can be improved (linear amplifier 
and external antenna) but if you really want good mobile 
performance you should consider a purpose-specific mobile 
radio.
Radio control location- Modern mobile transceivers 
typically feature removable front panels where the 
operator controls can be positioned in a more convenient, 
ergonomic, and safe location using a smaller footprint.
A thin separation cable links the control panel to the main 
radio chassis, which can then be located elsewhere in the 
vehicle. So the display, buttons, and knobs can be installed 
to best suit the radio operator in their particular car.
Control mounting options are plentiful. DIY or buy 
specialized mounts. You can find many varieties of 

commercial front panel mount variations: vent clip, cup 
holder, bolt down, adhesive, suction cup, and more.
The seat bolt one is very interesting because it doesn’t alter 
the vehicle, allows the controls to be well-positioned for 

the driver, and doesn’t 
interfere with passenger 
comfort. 

A couple of photos of one 
such installation are shown 
below:

Goose neck mount is secured to floor using existing seat 
bolt
Not promoting any particular manufacturer but here is a 
link to a variety of mounts, http://www.lidomounts.com/
hamradiomounts.html
Installation should also be secure so that it doesn’t fly 
around the cabin in event of a crash. Always consider air 
bags when locating radio controls. You don’t want to mess 
with sensors when installing or have a bag deployment 
impale you with radio parts in a collision.
Radio mounting- Primary concern is locating the main 
radio body in a well-ventilated area away from direct 
sunlight and, of course, so that it doesn’t interfere with safe 
operation of the vehicle. The five obvious choices are:

  Under dash, with controls (traditional)
  Under dash, remote controls
  Under seat, remote controls
  In trunk, remote controls
  Passenger side front console, remote controls

The radio chassis should be secure, as should the associated 
wiring, which must also be routed to avoid interference 
with driver control. Mobile radios tend to run hot and 
require significant air flow. Use the factory-supplied 
mounting bracket if possible.
Need more infromation? 
Check out: newhams.info

  Radio Power Wiring 
Antenna Type and Mounting 
Radio Audio and Speaker 
Transmitting while driving 
Hands-free laws 
Noise and interference

continued from page 1

newham.info
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Reference Information:
Nifity Guides

Nifty guides are specifically written for each ham 
radio. Every guide provides condensed setup-up 
and operating procedures with color-coded, easy 
to read instructions. All guides are laminated for 
durability and water resistance.

http://www.niftyaccessories.com/ 
index.php

continued from page 3

Go-Kit

• QuikClot sponge, 50g
• Waterless hand sanitizer
• Zantac 75 tablets
• “Dental Medic” kit
• Temporary cavity filling mixture
• Dental floss
• Tea bag, 100% natural Pekoe
• Cotton rolls (5)
• Cotton pellets (5)
• Wax rope
• Tooth picks (3)
• Anbesol/Orasol, Benzocaine 20%, .75 g (2)
• “Suture/Syringe Medic” kit
• Nitrile gloves, disposable, pr.
• Hand wipe
• Syringe, Luer Lok, 3ml
• Needle, disposable, sterile, 21G x 1 1/2”
• Needle, disposable, sterile, 25G x 5/8”
• Angiocatheter, 18G x 1 1/4”
• Suture, nylon, 5-0
• Needle, disposable, sterile, 18G x 1 1/2”
• Syringe, 1 cc, with needle
• After Cuts & Scrapes antiseptic wipe (3)
• Alcohol swab (4)

** Information enclosed is provided by Dan O’Connor, KE7HLR, Reno, Nevada.

Next Month:
Provisions
Individual Gear
Home Evacuation Bag

Miscellaneous Supplies:
• 123A Batteries (6)
• AA Batteries (48)
• AAA Batteries (16)
• D or C Batteries (4)
• 1/8” nylon rope, 100 ft
• Duct tape, 1.88”
• Hand warmer, single use (2)
• Moist Wipes, pack
• Nitrile gloves, pkg./6
• Pen, ball point (2)
• Pen, Sharpie marker (2)
• Sewing kit
• Toilet tissue, roll (2)
• Writing paper/notebook

First Aid Kit:
• First aid guide
• Magnifier, 10x
• Scissors
• Tweezers
• Adhesive bandage, 3/8” strip (10)
• Adhesive bandage, 1” strip (10)
• Adhesive bandage, 1-3/4” strip (4)
• Adhesive bandage, 2” x 3” (5)
• Adhesive bandage, 3” x 4” (4)
• Adhesive bandage, fingertip (3)
• Adhesive bandage, knuckle (3)
• Butterfly closure, large (5)
• Butterfly closure, small (4)
• Gauze dressing, 3” x 3”
• Gauze dressing, 3” x 4” (3)
• Gauze dressing, 4” x 4”, pkg./10
• Gauze eye pad
• Gauze roller bandage, 3” x 5 yd
• Razor blade, single edge
• Sunscreen
• Triangular bandage w/ safety pins
• Adhesive tape, 1”
• Liquid bandage, 0.3 fl. oz.
• Moleskin, 3” x 4” (3)
• Matches, wind- and water-proof
• Wire splint, small
• Antiseptic Iodine Solution
• Ducolax tablets
• Eyewash solution, 4 fl. oz.
• First aid cream, 1.5 oz tube
• Ibuprofen tablets, 200 mg
• Imodium A-D tablets
• Insect sting relief pen
• Lactaid tablets
• Nitrile gloves, pkg./6
• Oral rehydration salts (3)
• QuikClot nosebleed gauze (5)
• QuikClot sponge, 25g (2)
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