LSARA Minutes for September 18, 2016
CALL TO ORDER 7:34 PM
Jonathan AF5DF calls the meeting to order.
Welcome.

10 in attendance
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES David < approved >
Minutes are in the LSARA.ORG site

TREASURE REPORT< approved >
See break down on last page
$1000.00 donation to Power Radio Corp., Mark Stennett, in support of the repeater
Balance
$1648.67

OFFICER HAVE ANY REPORTS
STANDING COMMITTEES
1. TRUSTEE FOR CLUB CALL W5IN Mark is out of town.
3. Electronic Media committee web master Mark Lehmann, not present
4. News Letter, editor David Tobey W5ORB
SPECIAL EVENTS please check the web site for details and event info
Outlaw 100, Saturday October 15th, Round Rock Parks Department
Break the route in to two branches, north and south. There will be a command channel
and to support the two Net Controls. Ned two net Control radio and the other the
command radio. ICS guide lines to span control over the route.
SAGs and Rest Stop operators.
CommL class has graduated from the class, now for experience.
Check your Task Book for completion of tasks.
147.280 Command
144.300 Walburg, North
147.080 South
Jingle Bell Ride in December, more to come.

January Field Day last Saturday and Sunday in January.

Breakfast:
LSARA Breakfast the September 17. Los Rejious, 251 N. Bell, in Cedar Park
8:30am.

SPECIAL COMMITTEES
None

OLD BUSINESS
Newsletter, David Tobey put together a sample of the newsletter for review.
It will be posted on the website for your review.
If you wish to submit articles, pictures, or projects please have permission to use the
material. Projects should list materials needed and an estimated cost.
You want to sell something we can list that, send a picture.

NEW BUSINESS this month

Program:
Comments: Interesting comments made by all, some are not repeatable.
******************************************

Text to 9-1-1 enters testing: get familiar with texting 9-1-1
Text to 9-1-1 is one step closer to being implemented in the Capital Area as testing for the
service’s delivery and receiving networks begins in September. After testing is completed and
the system is switched on, residents will be able to send a text message for emergency
assistance if they are unable to speak on the phone. CAPCOG anticipates the service will be
available by January 2017.
It is recommended that residents only text 9-1-1 when making a voice call to 9-1-1 is unsafe or
not possible. Residents should follow the guidance of the national slogan for Text to 9-1-1, and
“Call if you can, text if you can’t” as the service has more limitations. For instance, cell phone
carriers such as T-Mobile, AT&T, Verizon, and Sprint only offer texting services as a “best effort
service” meaning they do not guarantee delivery of text messages. 9-1-1 call centers can’t
receive text messages sent via a group message or that have an emoji, video, or picture. There
also isn’t translation services for text messages, so text messages must be sent in English.

Below are some frequently asked questions to help residents be more aware of using Text to 91-1 when it is available in the 10-county region.
What is Text to 9-1-1?
Text to 9-1-1 is the ability to send text messages from a U.S. phone number to local 9-1-1 call
centers. Only use Text to 9-1-1 if making a voice call to 9-1-1 is unsafe or not possible. This
service is especially beneficial to those who are hard of hearing, deaf, or speech-impaired. Some
other examples of when Text to 9-1-1 would be beneficial:
•
•
•

The caller cannot speak due to a threat, illness or medical condition.
The caller has poor reception and can only send out a text message.
Phone lines and cellphone towers are overwhelmed and only texts can get through.

Is Text to 9-1-1 available to me?
Text to 9-1-1 is planned for Bastrop, Blanco, Burnet, Caldwell, Fayette, Hays, Lee, Llano, Travis
and Williamson counties. Remember to “Call if You Can, Text if You Can’t.”
Text to 9-1-1 is projected to be made available in three separate phases:
•
•
•

Hays, Williamson and Travis counties are projected to start testing the system in
September 2016.
Lee, Bastrop, Caldwell and Fayette counties are projected to start testing the system in
October 2016.
Burnet, Blanco and Llano counties are projected to start testing the system in November
2016.

Text to 9-1-1 is projected to be fully operational in the 10-county region by January 2017. An
online version of this FAQ will be updated as timelines change and the systems come online.
Verizon, AT&T, Sprint and T-Mobile have agreed to offer Text to 9-1-1 in the region.
What are Text to 9-1-1 limits?
Text messaging is a “best effort service” provided by cellphone service providers; meaning
cellphone service providers do not guarantee a message will be or ever was delivered. Since the
Federal Communications Commission hasn’t required them to guarantee the service, there is a
chance that a 9-1-1 call center will not receive a text from a person having an emergency.
Text messages also can take longer to receive, can be delivered out of order or may not be
received. Additionally, Text to 9-1-1 does not work if the sender texts using a group message,
emojis, sends pictures or videos. Apps that text other app users (such as WhatsApp) or texting
via social media (such as Facebook Messenger) do not support Text to 9-1-1.
What languages can be used?
Text to 9-1-1 is only available in English. However, voice calls to 9-1-1 can be processed in
multiple languages because all CAPCOG 9-1-1 call centers provide emergency interpretive
services.

How do I know a 9-1-1 call center received my text?
Since texting is a “best effort service” for cellphone service providers, the only way to know a
text reached a 9-1-1 call center is when the center texts back. If you believe a text was not
received, call 9-1-1.
Why is it better to call 9-1-1?
Voice calls to 9-1-1 are the most efficient way to reach emergency help. That’s why the slogan
for the service is “Call if You Can, Text if You Can’t.” Voice calls allow the 9-1-1 operator to
quickly obtain information. Anyone can make a voice call to 9-1-1 using any wireless phone,
regardless of the contract or plan.
Disadvantages of texting 9-1-1 include:
•
•
•
•

Texting takes more time and is limited to the text messages.
Texting is a best effort service. In some instances cellphone service providers may not
relay the message from sender to the 9-1-1 center.
A person cannot text to 9-1-1 without a service contract that includes texting.
Texting to 9-1-1 does not automatically provide the location of the phone texting.

How do I Text to 9-1-1?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Enter the numbers “911” in the “To” field.
The first text message to 9-1-1 should be brief and contain the location of the
emergency and type of help needed.
Push the send button.
Be prepared to answer questions and follow instructions from the 9-1-1 call taker.
Text in simple words – do not use abbreviations.
Keep text messages brief and concise.

Once you have initiated a Text to 9-1-1 conversation, do not turn off your phone until the
dispatcher tells you it is ok to do so.

Adjourned 8:43pm

ADJOURNMENT 8:pm
David Tobey
Jonathan Estill
Ken Malgren
Mary Duval
Craig Boegler
Judy Boegler
John Frimpter
Dave Machart
Charles Goertz

W5ORB
AF5DF
K7MAL
KF5MFN
W5TSN
KC5VVN
KC5OLD
K5ZFA
KF5MFK

Jim Lee
Gaye Lynn Bailey

KG5MIQ
KF5OLD

TREASURER'S REPORT
September 13, 2016
Membership

New

Total

Arrl

Regular Member

0

19

18

Family Member

0

3

3

Associate Member

0

0

0

0

22

21

Previous Balance

2,648.67

Donations

0.00

Dues

0.00

Expenses

1,000.00

Current Balance

1,648.67

Notes:
8/11/16 - CK 1135 - $1,000 - Power Radio Corp (Repeater Usage)

